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 CHATTOOGA COUNTY

BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS

Chattooga County
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Board of Tax Assessors






Meeting of November 27, 2013
Attending:


    
  William M. Barker - Present





   Hugh T. Bohanon Sr. – Present






   Gwyn W. Crabtree – Present





   Richard L. Richter - Present





   Doug L. Wilson - Present






Meeting called to order at 9:06 a.m.
A. Leonard Barrett, Chief Appraiser – present

B. Nancy Edgeman, Secretary – present
Mr. Bohannon handed out budget proposal.
I.  APPOINTMENTS: Mr. Jason Winters 9:30 a.m.

For discussion of employees salary and budget.
At 9:30 Mr. Jason Winters joined the meeting to discuss salary.
Motion to enter into Executive session: Mr. Wilson
Second: Mr. Richter
Vote: 3 yes 1 abstained

Motion to exit from Executive session at 9:45 a.m.: Mr. Richter
Second: Mr. Wilson

Vote: All

Mr. Danny Ingram joined the meeting at 9:45 a.m.

The budget was discussed with Mr. Winters and Mr. Winters explained that all departments had been cut 8 to 10% this year. Mr. Wilson ask what the outcome of the budget would be and Mr. Winters replied that there was no forecast for the budget at this time. Mr. Winters explained that the foreclosures hurt the digest and that foreclosures should not be qualified as real property sales. Mr. Winters referenced Union County several time as a comparison to Chattooga County.
OLD BUSINESS:

II.         BOA Minutes:
a. Meeting Minutes November 13, 2013 

The Board of Assessor’s reviewed, approved and signed.
III.       BOA/Employee: 
a. Checks

The Board of Assessor’s acknowledged receiving checks
b. EMAIL: O.C.G.A  code 50-14-1 open meetings, Letter for Amber Johnson, 2012 state tax letter to Commissioner Winters, Splits and Transfers, Employee time sheet calculations (would like to discuss after all items on agenda have been addressed
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          The Board of Assessor’s acknowledged
The Board addressed concerns about the transfers and splits being behind
IV.       BOE Report: Roger to forward via email an updated report for Board’s review.   Please see attached Boeq report.
 
The Board of Assessors acknowledged that email was received

a. Total 2012 Certified to the Board of Equalization – 24
Cases Settled – 20
Hearings Scheduled – 4

Pending cases – 4

 b. Total 2013 Certified to the Board of Equalization – 8
 Cases Settled – 6
 Hearings Scheduled – 2

 Pending cases – 2

 c. Total TAVT Certified to the Board of Equalization – 3
 Cases Settled – 3
 Hearings Scheduled – 0

 Pending cases – 0

The Board acknowledged there are 6 hearings scheduled at this time.

V.   Time Line: Leonard Barrett, chief appraiser to discuss updates with the Board.
Mr. Barrett during the time line requested guidance from the Board on how to handle the 2012 Splits and transfers that are behind. Mr. Barrett explained that the appeals would suffer due to him assisting Kenny Ledford (Mapper) in getting the Splits and transfers caught up. Mr. Barker requested that Mr. Barrett to do everything to get Mr. Pledger started to work as soon as possible. 
Motion to bring Johnny Pledger in as Part time: Mr.  Wilson

Second: Mr. Richter

Vote: All
NEW BUSINESS: 





      VI.   
Appeals:

a. 2012 Appeals taken: 183



Total appeals reviewed Board: 113
Leonard Reviewing: 9
Pending appeals: 70


Appeal count through 11/26/2013

Closed: 88

Weekly updates and daily status kept for the 2012 and 2013 appeal log: Nancy Edgeman - There are currently 16 of the 2012 and 9 of the 2013 pending appeals in Leonard’s file to be reviewed - The Board acknowledged
          VII.



Covenants:



a. Map / Parcel: 00030-00000-041-000

     Property Owner: MCDANIEL MAE BELL

    Tax Year: 2013

Contention: WANT TO PUT UNDER AG COVENANT FOR 2013. LAND IS LESS THAN 10 ACRES BUT IS USED FOR RAISING COTTON.

Determination: MAP AND PARCEL 30-41 OWNED BY MS. MAE BELL MCDANIEL IS ONLY 4.47 ACRES OF LAND ON TALIAFERRO SPRINGS ROAD IN LYERLY GA. THE PROPERTY IS FARMED BY MR. ALFRED MCDANIEL TO RAISE COTTON. 

Recommendation: IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THAT THIS TRACT IS LESS THAN 10 ACRES, BUT IS STRICTLY USED FOR FARM USE, 100% COTTON.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COVENANT BE APPLIED FOR THE 2013 TAX YEAR.

Reviewer Kenny Ledford 
Motion to accept recommendation: Mr. Bohannon
Second: Mr. Wilson
Vote: all
    VIII. Invoices: 

a. 2014 GAAO Membership application invoice for Leonard Barrett, William Barker, Hugh Bohannon, Gwyn Crabtree, Roger Jones. Richard Richter and Dave Calhoun. Mr. Wilson needs to apply in the place of Dave Calhoun. 

The Board Acknowledged, approved, and signed invoices and approval to send application for Mr. Wilson.
Motion: Mr. Richter
Second: Mr. Bohannon

Vote: All
IX. Refunds




a.     OWNER: Bradley Crabbe and Karla Crabbe

      
        MAP / PARCEL: 50C-28A-L04

       
        TAX YEAR: 2013

Owner’s contention: Tremendous increase of value, nearly $20,000 ($16,743) from previous year.

Appraiser's Note: After a field visit to the property, it was determined that this house does not have an attic or a 100% finished basement. Also the garage has an unfinished attic, not a finished attic. This building value should be $108,362.

Determination:

1) After a BOA decision on 11/13/2013 to adjust Mr. Crabbe's account and process a refund for 2010, 2011, 2012 and on 2013 tax bill,  I have filled out the refund request form and Mr. Crabbe has signed the form. All we need is for the Board to sign the refund request form. 

Recommendation:  I recommend the Board to approve and sign refund request form.

Reviewer Kenny Ledford
Motion to accept recommendation: Mr. Wilson

Second: Mr. Richter

Vote: all
          VIII. ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

a. Discussion of email for calculation time sheets.

Requesting the BOA acknowledge, discuss and initial

At 10:00 a.m.  A Motion to enter into Executive session was made by Mr. Bohannon with Mr. Barrett and Mrs. Edgeman attending to discuss payroll calculations
Second: Mr. Richter

Vote: all

At 10:35 Motion to exit from Executive session: Mr. Wilson
Second: Mr. Richter
Vote: All

Mr. Ingram asked the question if a tax bill is the same from one year to the next. Mr. Barker explained that if the property has not been re-evaluated the tax bill is the same. Mr. Ingram also ask if you could lease property that was under a Covenant. Mr. Barrett explained yes you can but the property owner gets the benefit from the Covenant.
Meeting Adjourned at 10:47 a.m.
William M. Barker, Chairman   ___________

Hugh T. Bohanon Sr.                  ____________

Gwyn W. Crabtree                      ____________

Richard L. Richter                      ____________
Doug L. Wilson

  ____________















2013 Appeals taken: 214


Total appeals reviewed Board:  62


Includes Motor Vehicle Appeals














